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Introduction 


Tall, slender, majestic with open umbrella of fronds at the top, which can be seen across Indian landscapes, is the 
Coconut palm tree. The botanical name for the coconut is cocos nucifera, with cocos believed to come from Span- 
ish, meaning “monkey-faced” or “eerie-faced” and nucifera from Latin meaning nut-bearing plant. 


The coconut palm tree is a long-lived plant; it has a single trunk, 20-30 meter tall, its bark is smooth and gray, 
marked by ringed scars left by fallen leaf bases. The tree can live as long as 100 years producing an annual yield of 
50 to 100 coconuts. 


Coconut palm tree is also known as Kalpavriksha. It means “tree of life”. It provides everything needed to a 
sustain life. Experts describe the coconut as not just a fruit, but as a nut and seed. It has three layers, outside 
layer now as exocrap, the fibrous husk known as mesocrap, the thin woody layer surrounding the actual coconut 
meat is endocarp. The pulpy part of the coconut is delicious and water is soothing to drink, it is used in cooking, 
preparation of medicines etc. The dried coconut produces coconut oil, which has a wide variety of applications. 
It is applied on the body, in raw form or in medicated form. It is also used extensively in hair care and its related 
products. It is added as a major ingredient in bathing soaps are produced. Different parts of the coconut tree 
have different medicinal value. Roots of fresh coconuts are popularly used as remedy for diarrhea and dysentery. 
Coconut water includes sugar, proteins, antioxidants, vitamins and minerals. And is one of the best isotonic elec- 
trolyte balances available. 


Tree also has much wide range of uses, if it is old enough. Any piece of furniture can be made out of it. The 
coconut leaves are widely used for thatching the roofs of houses in villages, or for making ‘panthals’ (temporary 
constructions). Broomsticks are made using the narrow sticks attached to the individual leaves. In rural areas 
one can see hand fans made out of the palm leaves. Other portions are used as firewood. The outer cover of the 
coconut is the raw material for making coir and coir products. The coir pith, when treated, converts itself into 
good manure. The coconut shell is used for making different art forms. It also is used for making charcoal and 
other byproducts. Dried coconut shells are used in making various kitchen utensils like cups, ladles, mugs, spoons 
etc. decorative hangings, lampshades, showpieces, chandeliers and various items can be made using the coconut 
shell. All the parts of the coconut can be used in making some kind of artifacts. 


Coconut is used in sculpting as well. Here is one such craft where coconut is used for sculpting. 
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Artisan and his friends, who helped him in the initial 
stage for his present success. 
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Artisan named Chandrappa was inspired to make Artisan gratifies with the collection of coconut monkey 
coconut sculpture after visiting Sabarimala. sculpture. 
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Artisan is steadfast in sculpting the dry, tender coconut. 


to get completed. 


a : 
Artisan sketches in the mind and implement on the 
sculpture. 


aT 
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b e Coconut: The main raw material used to make the sculpture. 
y 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Hariharasudan T. 


* Knives: Various kinds of knives are used in removing the coconut outer layer and the fibers for the coconut. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


¢ Pencil: It is used for marking. 


¢ Adhesive: It is used to fill the cracks encountered during the sculpting process. 
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¢ Sharping Wood: It is used to sharp the knives often, so that the cutting is more precise. 


* Scraping Tool: It is used to loosen the fibers of the coconut to give natural look on the sculpture. 
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¢ Black Beads: It is used on the sculpture, which represents the eyes of the model. 
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The black beads are used to fix as an eye on the sculpture. 
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A sandpaper to give a smooth surface on the required The level, which supports to carve small pieces of dry 


place of sculpture. tender coconut. 
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The white sand to spread it on level, which will brace to 
sharpen the tools. 
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A synthetic adhesive helps to stick the extra parts of A dry, tender coconut is used to sculpt. 
the sculpture. 
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Making Process 


The artist will choose the kind of coconut required. It should be big and dry. A thin layer of the outer skin of the 
coconut is removed layer after layer slowly. Once the outer layer is removed, based on the model being sculpted, 
the fibers are removed at appropriate places. Artist uses various kinds of knives to the carving purposes. The 
cracks encountered during sculpting are filled using the removed skin of coconut. Finally the facial features of the 
models are sculpted and other details are added to the sculpture. Black beads are used in places for the eyes of 
the model. The Idol prepared lasts for 13-15yrs without any distortion. 


Flow Chart: 


| Coconut should be big and dry for sculpting. 


Ww, 


Outer layer of the coconut is removed. 


ww, 


Fibres are removed at appropriate places based on the 
model. 


ww, 


Cracks found are filled using the removed fibers. 


ww, 


Sculpting is continued. 


Sw, 


Finally facial features are sculpted and detailingis done. | 


ww, 


The model is ready for sale. 
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Synthetic adhesive is being filled in the gaps. A waste piece of the dry tender coconut is used to 
patch up. 
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Coir is being trimmed of from the endocarp, whichis —_ Artisan is giving shape to the face. 
also known as coconut shell. 


Prcccentenists 


D’source i 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in ' 


Design Resource 

Coconut Sculpting - 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 
Coconut Shell Craft 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Hariharasudan T. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/coconut-sculpt- 
ing-bengaluru-karnataka/making-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


\y 
a ~v Sie Pi 
Chopped of a layer to get perfect shape below the Giving an out line for the nose by knife. 
eyes. 
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The proper joint shape is given in between the mouth 
and cheek. 


Shaping the outer surface of face. 
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Structuring the shape for eyebrows. After completing the shape of face. 
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Slicing of the waste pieces to patch up in any cracked — Artisan found a long crack at the bottom of the surface. 
portion. 


Applying adhesive on the cracked part. Sticking the piece of tender coconut to cover it. 
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Scratching on the lower cheek with the Ienife to get 
the coir out. 


A scraper used to give thick beard shape. A scissor used to crop the beard. 
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Artisan is slitting at the back middle portio 
figure of tail. 


oe: 
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X 
o the tail by knife. Marking the lines with a knife on the front position. 


Giving a smooth structure 
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Gashing the front part of sculpture. Shaping up the outer layer in order to get the structure 
of hands. 


aN 


Sculpting the hand part to get the shape of palm. After giving the shape artisan is smoothing the surface. 
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Artisan is abun the nose surface with knife to A hole has been made on sie nose part | to get an im- 
smoothen it. pression. 
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The monkey sculpture is ready to get few parts added A piece of the tender coconut is being trimmed off to 
on it. fix a part. 


An ear is being designed and ready to get stuck with Artisan used adhesive to attach the ears. 
the body. 
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« om e y : ~ ae j a i nade 
Another piece of the tender coconut is being trimmed _ The slice have been carved into the shape if foot. 
to fix different part. 


¢ > ee 


Adhesive is being applied at the bottom of the sculp- 
ture surface. 


The bottom surface is being rubbed with sandpaper. 
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After the foot is stuck to the legs with adhesive, it is 
been nailed to hold strong. 


On the empty eyes part adhesive is being applied. Selected black beads are used to place eyes on the 
sculpture. 
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Artisan is placing the eye one after one to the After fixing the eyes artisan have left the sculpture to 
sculpture. dry, which will hold on tight. 


; = —_ _ . 
Artisan is using a knife to scrub the white adhesive Artisan has amazed the sculpture, which looks alike a 
around the eyes. monkey. 
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Products 


Artifacts like Lord Ganesha, Monkey, Tortoise etc. 
350 to INR 550. 


Bip 
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A whittle of Turtle. 


24 


are the most common carved products. Price ranges from INR 


A sculpture of lord Ganesh. 
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A monkey, which have been sculpted in detail. 


A shape of a rabbit that looks very natural. 


D’source 


26 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 

Coconut Sculpting - 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 
Coconut Shell Craft 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Hariharasudan T. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/coconut-sculpt- 
ing-bengaluru-karnataka/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Artisan has displayed the picture of the The artisan has publicized all the sculpture, wh.ere each of 
Goddess that was carved by him. them cost around INR 350 to 550. 


Mh € 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Hariharasudan T. 
at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri. Chandrappa, Senior Craftsperson 
Street Crafts 

Bengaluru 

Karnataka, India 

Mobile: +91 97432 03929 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


